ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the  year 
1897 

To  the  Ley burn  Rural  District  Sanitary  Authority, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1897s  being  the  twenty -second  I  have  had  to  present. 
With  it  I  lay  before  you  the  Tabular  statements  of  Births 
and  Deaths  In  each  Township,  compiled  from  the  monthly 
returns  of  the  Registrars  for  the  two  districts. 

The  year  was  not  quite  so  healthy  as  the  previous 
one.  The  winter  months  were  mild*  but  the  spring  was  as  bad 
as  possible..  Dry  cold  winds  prevailed  and  the  drought  -fas 
marked.  This  was  followed  by  intense  heat  and  afterwards 

by  almost  incessant  rain.  January,  March,  May  and,  December 

gave  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  especially  amongst  the 
old  people,  but  August,  September  and  October  were  also  very 
fatal . 

Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  early  months  and 
was  the  cause  of  two  deaths  directly,  but  indirectly  of 
more.  The  mischief  la  that  this  disease  seems  never  to 
pass  away,  but  crops  up  whenever  other  disease  may  present 
itself.  During  December  it  again  became  prevalent. 

Seven  Inquests  were  held  as  against  six  in  the 
previous  year.  Only  two  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified, 
neither  of  which  were  fatal.  These  were  one  In  Ley burn  and 
one  in  Mr.  Hales-'  School.  This  disease,  I  think,  may  be 
easily  controlled,  if  only  taken  at  once  and  isolation 
properly  carried  out. 

Only  three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified 
and  no  death.  With  a  good  water  supply  ana  good  drainage 
this  disease  might  be  stamped  out. 
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Diphtheria  was  more  than  usually  prevalent,  and  one  case 
of  death  resulted  at  Agglethorpe,  Seven  cases  in  all  were 
notified,  five  of  which  were  in  Spennithorne  where  the 
school  was  closed,  Two  other  suspicious  cases  occurred 
hut  were  not  notified. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  ten  deaths.  This  disease 
is,  I  am'  afraid,  becoming  more  common  in  this  Union,  and 
has  been  scattered  all  over  the  district.  Heart  Disease 
was  returned  as  the  cause  of  death  in  ten  cases,  this  is 
one  more  than  last  year  and  much  above  the  average.  What 
is  the  cause  I  cannot  tell,  Coverdale  at  one  time  was  the 
chief  place,  but  during  this  year  it  has  been  scattered  over 
the  whole  district. 

Bronchitis  and  diseases  of  the  chest  gave  seven  deaths® 
How  much  may  be  put  down  to  Influenza  cannot  be  told.  One 
death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough.  Three  cases  of 
Erysipelas  were  notified,  but  all  simple  ones.  I  think 
that  simple  cases  like  these  ought  not  to  be  notified. 
Rheumatic  Fever  caused  two  deaths.  Measles  and  Diarrhoea 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
only  one  death • occurred  after  Confinement.  The  other 
deaths  were  not  due  to  anything  particularly  calling  for 
remark.  Twenty-seven  deaths  were  over  seventy  years  of 
age  and  fifteen  over  eighty- 

The  Death  rate  was  a  little  higher  than  in  1896,  but 
lower  than  it  has  been  before,  close  upon  14  per  1,000.  This 
certainly  is  higher  than  it  ought  to  be,  although  one  less 
than  in  1895,  I  cannot  find  much  fault  as  42  people  lived 
to  be  over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  two  strangers  came  into 
the  district  to  die. 

The  Birth  rate  was  a  little  less  than  the  previous  year 
being  close  upon  20  per  1,000;  less  than  1896  but  about  the 
same  as  in  1895.  On  the  whole  I  think  little  fault  can  be 
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found  with  the  average,, 

The  Sanitary  state  of  the  District  is  fairly  good;  but 
Sanitation  is  becoming  a  great  question  which  will  soon  have 
to  be  dealt  with*  The  water  supply  to  each  township,  and 
the  drainage,  where  necessary  will  have  to  be  attended  to 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  People  are  beginning  to  find  out 
that  they  must  have  good  water,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
District  Council  to  see  that  each  township  has  a  good  supply. 
What  is  more  necessary  than  this?  (riven  a  good  water  sup- 
ply  and  good  drainage  there  is  no  reason  why  the  death  rate 
should  not  decrease. 

Speaking  of  Water  supplies,  brings  me  to  Finghall, 

Here,  during  the  past  year,  we  have  had  a  very  bad  state  of 
affairs.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  had  to  bring  their 
water  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  that  supply  is  only' 
popularly  said  to  be  good?  Other  supplies  have  been  de¬ 
clared  bad,  I  would  suggest  that  ah  expert  be  employed  to 

f 

find  water  and  convey  it  to  the  village.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  people  become  as  it  were  acclimatized  to  bad  water,  but 
a  time  may  and  will  come,  when  fever  breaks  out,  and  then 
the  cry  will  be  "Whose  fault  is  it?"  I  hope  the  District 
Council  will  not  be  to  blame, 

Harmby  i3  another  case  in  point.  Nothing  has  been  done 
to  give  the  village  a  better  supply  and  the  inhabitants  are 
still  crying  out9  The  drainage  of  East  Wilton  is  nearly 

i 

completed  and  may  be  successful,  Leyburn  is  on  the  point 
of  adopting  a  sewage  scheme;  the  result  of  which  will  be 
anxiously  watched,  Middleham  will  soon  have  to  follow,  for 
the  drainage  of  the  two  places  is  nearly  equal.  Both  have 
a  good  water  supply*  West  Scrafton  has  been  complained 
about  as  to  its  water  supply,  and  a  scheme  is  being  prepared 
which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactoryo 
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As  a  whole  I  think  we  have  not  much  to  complain  of,  with 
the  exceptions  I  have  mentioned^  Nuisances  that  have  been 
brought  before  us,  have  been  dealt  with  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  laid  before  you.  If  any  person  has  a  com¬ 
plaint  to  make,  I  may  add  that  we  are  always  ready  to  attend 
to  nim0  Much  may  be  required  in  the  way  of  Sanitation,  but 
the  present  time  is  not  favourable  for  raising  such  ques¬ 
tions,  as  long  as  we  are  taking  no  harm. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ro  METCALFE,  MoD. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


February  1st.  1898 
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